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and Salt River Base & Meridian, Pima Coun-
ty, Arizona. 

(c) CONSIDERATION AND COSTS.—The Tribe 
shall pay to the Secretary only the trans-
action costs relating to the assessment, re-
view, and transfer of the subsurface rights, 
title, and interests taken into trust under 
subsection (a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may be given 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 631 directs the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire 
through the process of eminent do-
main, and only with the consent of the 
State of Arizona, the subsurface min-
eral estate beneath the lands of the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe of Arizona. This 
will consolidate ownership of the sub-
surface and surface estates to complete 
the tribe’s application to take land 
into trust currently pending at the 
State Department of Interior. 

The Department has objected to the 
tribe’s application because the State of 
Arizona still owns the subsurface min-
eral estate beneath the tribe’s newly 
acquired land. For the tribe to acquire 
the relevant mineral estate, the United 
States Government is required to ac-
quire the subsurface estate because the 
State of Arizona cannot sell land under 
State law. The tribe will then purchase 
the subsurface estate from the United 
States. Once the subsurface estate is 
owned by the tribe, the Interior De-
partment may move forward with the 
tribe’s fee-to-trust application for the 
relevant surface lands. The acquisition 
in this act may be done only by the 
consent of the State of Arizona. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
631 is an important piece of legislation 
that will enable the Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe of my district in Arizona to con-
solidate its land holdings and have 
some of its lands and interests in the 
lands taken into trust by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

Because of a quirk in Arizona State 
law, the tribe cannot acquire the sub-
surface mineral rights to certain par-
cels of State trust land it has pur-

chased, making this legislation nec-
essary. The bill requires the Secretary 
of the Interior, who acts as trustee to 
Indian nations, to acquire the mineral 
rights to land already owned by the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe from the State of 
Arizona and take the land into trust on 
the tribe’s behalf. It also requires the 
government to transfer other mineral 
rights into trust for the tribe. The 
tribe will pay the fair market value for 
the mineral rights involved as well as a 
transaction cost to complete the trans-
fer. 

The Pascua Yaqui Tribe and the Gov-
ernor of Arizona are supportive of this 
legislation, and I am personally 
thrilled that the House is taking up 
this bill today. It is an important 
measure that will enable the tribe to 
have full control over its own lands, 
providing opportunities for economic 
development and self-determination to 
the community. 

I wish to thank my colleagues and 
the leadership within the Resources 
Committee for making this bill a pri-
ority for passage this session. I urge 
my colleagues to support H.R. 631. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no other speakers at this time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
RADANOVICH) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 631, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LAKE MATTAMUSKEET LODGE 
PRESERVATION ACT 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5094) to require 
the conveyance of Mattamuskeet 
Lodge and surrounding property, in-
cluding the Mattamuskeet National 
Wildlife Refuge headquarters, to the 
State of North Carolina to permit the 
State to use the property as a public 
facility dedicated to the conservation 
of the natural and cultural resources of 
North Carolina. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 5094 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lake 
Mattamuskeet Lodge Preservation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF MATTAMUSKEET 

LODGE, MATTAMUSKEET NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE, NORTH CARO-
LINA. 

(a) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—Within six 
months after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Director of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service, shall con-
vey to the State of North Carolina, without 
consideration, all right, title, and interest of 
the United States, except for certain utility 
and road easements, in and to a parcel of 
real property consisting of approximately 
6.25 acres and containing Mattamuskeet 
Lodge and surrounding property, including 
the Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge 
headquarters, as depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘‘Lake Mattamuskeet Lodge/Pump Sta-
tion’’ and dated January 10, 2006, for the pur-
pose of permitting the State to use the prop-
erty as a public facility dedicated to the con-
servation of the natural and cultural re-
sources of North Carolina. 

(b) RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
LODGE.—The Mattamuskeet Lodge is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, 
and, as a condition of the conveyance of the 
lodge under subsection (a), the State shall 
agree to restore and maintain the lodge in 
accordance with— 

(1) the Standard for the Treatment of His-
toric Properties with Guidelines for Pre-
serving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Re-
constructing Historic Buildings, as pre-
scribed pursuant to section 106 of the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 
470f), Part 800 of title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations; and 

(2) the General Statutes of North Carolina, 
Chapter 121, Article 1. 

(c) AS IS CONVEYANCE.—The conveyance 
under subsection (a) shall be subject to the 
condition that the State accept the real 
property described in such subsection in its 
condition at the time of the conveyance, 
commonly known as conveyance ‘‘as is’’. 

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—The State 
shall cover the costs of any survey and the 
cost of recordation of deeds in connection 
with the conveyance under this section. Ex-
cept as provided in subsection (e), all other 
costs associated with the conveyance shall 
be paid by the Secretary. 

(e) LIABILITY.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Secretary shall not re-
tain liability for any environmental remedi-
ation that may be required with regard to 
the real property conveyed under this sec-
tion under any applicable environmental au-
thorities for— 

(1) costs or performance of response ac-
tions required under the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601, et seq.) 
at or related to the property; or 

(2) costs, penalties, fines, or performance of 
actions related to noncompliance with appli-
cable environmental authorities at or re-
lated to the property or related to the pres-
ence, release, or threat of release of any haz-
ardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant, 
hazardous waste, hazardous material, or pe-
troleum product or derivative of a petroleum 
product of any kind at or related to the prop-
erty, including contamination resulting 
from migration. 

(f) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—If the Sec-
retary determines at any time that the real 
property conveyed under this section is not 
being used in accordance with the purpose of 
the conveyance specified in subsection (a) or 
the State is not complying with the condi-
tion of the conveyance under subsection (b), 
all right, title, and interest in and to the 
property shall revert, at the option of the 
Secretary, to the United States, and the 
United States shall have the right of imme-
diate entry onto the property. Any deter-
mination of the Secretary under this sub-
section shall be made on the record after an 
opportunity for a hearing. 

(g) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall cooperate with the State to de-
velop a memorandum of agreement encom-
passing mutually beneficial opportunities to 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:55 Sep 13, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A12SE7.010 H12SEPT1jc
or

co
ra

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

62
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6385 September 12, 2006 
use the property to be conveyed under this 
section to provide visitor services, to con-
struct and utilize facilities and utilities, and 
to implement wildlife conservation projects. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5094 will transfer 
title to Mattamuskeet Lodge from the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
to the State of North Carolina. 

This historic facility, built by the 
WPA in 1937, is on the National Reg-
istry of Historic Places and is located 
on the Mattamuskeet National Wildlife 
Refuge in Hyde County, North Caro-
lina. For years, the lodge served as a 
cultural focal point in eastern North 
Carolina, as local residents gathered at 
the facility for high school proms, wed-
dings, and other community events. 
Duke University, East Carolina Univer-
sity, and Notre Dame and other univer-
sities also used the lodge as a research 
center to study the area’s pristine 
coastal ecology wildlife. Sadly, 5 years 
ago the lodge was closed to the public 
because of dangerous structural prob-
lems. 

In response, Senator Jesse Helms and 
I repeatedly urged the Fish and Wild-
life Service to budget money for res-
toration of the lodge. When that effort 
failed, we obtained $4.1 million in Fed-
eral funds to fix the problem. Regret-
tably, the Interior Department took 
most of the money to fight wildfires 
out west, and then refused to replace 
it. 

As a result, North Carolina State 
Senate President Marc Basnight and I 
began to work on the idea of transfer-
ring the lodge to the State of North 
Carolina so it could be restored and re-
opened. We worked with the State ad-
ministration and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and H.R. 5094 rep-
resents an agreement between all par-
ties. In fact, in the Resources Com-
mittee hearing on the bill, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service testified in support of 
the bill, saying: ‘‘This legislation re-
moves a significant obligation for the 
Service.’’ 

It is unfortunate that the lodge was 
allowed to deteriorate. H.R. 5094 is es-
sential because, until the title is con-
veyed to the State of North Carolina, 
the process of restoring this landmark 
facility cannot begin. 

I urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote on this bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, we on 
this side of the aisle have no objection 
to this legislation which has been ade-
quately explained by the majority. I 
would add that this conveyance comes 
at no cost to the Federal taxpayer. 
Furthermore, this legislation will re-
move a costly maintenance burden 
from the budget of this particular na-
tional wildlife refuge, and will ensure 
that this historic structure remains a 
public landmark benefiting the people 
of the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no additional speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. JONES) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5094. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS 
CONSERVATION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2006 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5539) to reau-
thorize the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Reauthorization Act, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 5539 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘North American 
Wetlands Conservation Reauthorization Act of 
2006’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 7(c) of the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4406(c)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2007’’ and inserting 
‘‘each of fiscal years 2008 through 2012’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to present 
H.R. 5539 introduced by the distin-
guished chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Resources, Congressman 
RICHARD POMBO. First enacted in 1989, 
the North American Wetlands Con-
servation Act has become one of our 
Nation’s most effective conservation 
programs. Since the first wetlands 
grant was awarded, more than 1,500 
conservation projects have been funded 
involving more than 3,200 partners. As 
a direct result, more than 23 million 
acres of wetlands and associated habi-
tat have been protected, restored, or 
enhanced in the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico. 

Wetlands are among the world’s most 
productive environments. They are 
critical to the survival of not only 
thousands of wildlife species but also 
to the people who live along our coasts. 
Without these wetlands, the impact of 
the hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico 
would have been far worse in terms of 
loss of human life and destruction of 
private property. 

Since the inception of this program, 
the amount of private nongovern-
mental matching money has been re-
markable. It now stands in excess of 
$2.1 billion. It is, therefore, not sur-
prising that this legislation has been 
enthusiastically supported by more 
than 40 major conservation organiza-
tions. 

For the past 5 years, Congress has ap-
propriated about $40 million each year 
for this program. Under H.R. 5539, ex-
isting funding levels would be extended 
for an additional 5 years. The North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act 
has been remarkably effective in con-
serving wetlands. I want to thank 
Chairman POMBO for his extraordinary 
leadership on this most important con-
servation issue. 

I urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote on this legisla-
tion. 

b 1515 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, this 
week will mark the 20th anniversary of 
the creation of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan, a joint 
conservation strategy implemented by 
both the United States and Canada to 
protect and restore wetland habitat 
stretching across North America. 

Soon after the establishment of this 
comprehensive strategy in 1986, the 
Congress, led by the Dean of the House, 
JOHN DINGELL, authorized the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act 
to establish a matching-grant program 
to take the goals of the North Amer-
ican plan off the drawing board and 
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